
      Consider Reading

Other Words for Home 
     by Jasmine Warga
I Can Make This Promise
     by Christine Day
Tight
     by Torrey Maldonado
George (also in Español)
     by Alex Gino

Have Some Fun

Physical 
Action

Take a walk with a family member. As you walk, ask 
questions about your family’s history and culture. 

Creative 
Action

Create an identity silhouette. Draw an outline of the 
profile of your face. Inside the silhouette, collage or draw 

items that make you YOU!

Written 
Action

Write an “I Am” poem. Finish the following prompts…
I am _______________. I see _______________.
I have ______________. I try _______________.

 I dream _____________.   I am _(repeat first line)_.

Community 
Action

Go on a photography tour of your community. With 
permission, take photographs of places, people, or things that 

shape your identity.

Step 
3

Step 
2

Oct - Dec Identity

    Listen & Read

                       Where Are You From?
                        by Yamile Saied Méndez

Step 
1

Middle School

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qCvYhyaSLXx7NYwiSEwZ3s1SpEX70XDx/view?usp=sharing


Book Availability Summary

Jude never thought sheʼd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. 
But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with 
relatives.  At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud and her new label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity 
sheʼs never known before.  But this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, and 
a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is.

Though most of her peers see George as a boy, she thinks she is really a girl, on the inside. George is scared of that 
secret, thinking she will have to keep it forever—until her teacher announces the class play will be “Charlotte's 
Web.” George decides to try out for the part of Charlotte, her favorite character. However, her teacher insists that 
she is a boy and does not allow George to try out for Charlotte's part. Then George's best friend, Kelly, comes up 
with a plan for George to be Charlotte and at the same time show everyone who she really is.

When twelve-year-old Edie discovers a box in her family's attic filled with photos and letters written by a woman 
named Edith Graham, she wonders if the woman is related to her mother, a northwest tribe Native American who 
was adopted by a white family. Discouraged that her parents refuse to answer her questions, Edie sets off on a quest 
to discover more about her ancestral heritage and whether it is linked to the woman from the box.

Bryan dislikes drama, but itʼs hard to avoid when his dad is in and out of prison and his mom is trying to make ends 
meet. He knows keeping his head down and working hard in school is his ticket to success, so heʼs surprised when 
his mom encourages a friendship with Mike, a classmate he barely knows. Soon the two are bonding over video 
games, superheroes, and comics. However, Mike starts pressuring Bryan to participate in riskier activities, such as 
cutting school and subway-train surfing. At first, Bryan goes along because his dad warns him not to be soft, but 
when he gets busted and prohibited from seeing Mike for a while, Bryan realizes maybe he doesnʼt need the stress 
of trying to be cool and accepted by Mike.


